[Infarction of the right ventricle. 2. Prognostic and therapeutic aspects].
Infarctions of the right ventricle have a reputation for being innocuous which appears to be unjustified; in a group of 21 patients in whom the diagnosis has been based on the haemodynamic principles put forward in the previous paper, we have had 7 deaths. The prognosis appears to be determined by two types of complication: ruptures of the posterior septum (4 cases), which are very distinctive in their clinical and topographical picture; and haemodynamic complications (10 cases of decompensation) which are related fairly rarely with the lesion of the right ventricle (2 cases), but more often with an associated complication, especially hypovolaemia, in which state the involvement of the right ventricle seems to play a particularly major role in increasing the slowing of the circulation. The proposed treatment plan is aimed at the permanent establishment of an effective circulating volume in the uncomplicated cases; in cases with complications, the aims are twofold--filling of the vascular bed and vasodilators, either separately or simultaneously.